2015年湖南农业大学硕士招生自命题科目试题
科目名称及代码：  基础英语  612       

适用专业（领域）： 外国语言学及应用语言学
考生需带的工具：                            

考生注意事项：①所有答案必须做在答题纸上，做在试题纸上一律无效；
②按试题顺序答题，在答题纸上标明题目序号。

I. Paraphrase（20 points, 2 points each）
Write your answer on the answer sheet
1. Serious looking men spoke to each other as if they were oblivious of the crowds about them.

2. I experienced a twinge of embarrassment at the prospect of meeting the mayor of Hroshima in my socks.

3. Hitler was counting on enlisting capitalist and Right Wing sympathies in this country and the U.S.A.

4 The fundamentalists adhered to a literal interpretation of the Old Testament.

5. He lowered the level of his incongruous falsetto voice.

6. Even with the most educated and the most literate, the King's English slips and slides in conversation.
7. And yet the same revolutionary belief for which our forebears fought is still at issue around the globe.
8. United, there is little we cannot do in a host of cooperative ventures. 

9. The Fiesta appears to have sunk without a trace. 

10. Children dodged in and out, their high calls rising like the swallows' crossing flights over the music and the singing.
II. Vocabulary and Grammar（20 points, 1 point each）
Decide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the centre.
1． It is essential that he ____ all the facts first.

A．is examining  B．will examine   C．examines   D．examine

2． Which of the following sentences expresses a future action?

A．Lucy is continually finding fault with her sister.

B．We are meeting the visitors after the performance.

C．The coach is now crossing the Garden Bridge.

D．I'm hoping that you'll give us some advice.

3． Which of the following italicized parts is used as an object complement?

A．The front door remained locked.  B．The boy looked disappointed.

C．Nancy appeared worried.    D．He seemed to have no money left.

4． Which of the following sentences is INCORRECT?

A．Physics is an important school subject.

B．The United States borders Canada.

C．The Niagara Falls is in North America.

D．Mumps is a kind of infectious disease.

5． Which of the following sentences indicates POSSIBILITY?

A．The moon cannot always be at the full

B．You cannot smoke inside the building.

C．He cannot come today.       
D．She cannot play the piano.

6． Hydrogen, which is ______ than oil, is pretty easy to produce and does no harm to the environment.

A．much energy more abundant source

B．an energy source more abundant

C．a much more energy abundant source

D．a much more abundant energy source

7． When _____, the bridge connecting the island to the continent will be open to traffic next year.

A．completed                   B．completing   
C．being completed              D．to be completed

8．______ these objections, we can not ignore the advantages of learning through the Internet.

A. Despite      B. Instead of       C. For         D．Like

9．Mom enjoyed herself so much ______ she was on vacation in France with dad last year.

A．where      B．that       C．which          D．when

10．The experiment was ______ we had anticipated.

A．a success more than               B．more a success than

C．a success as much as              D．as much of a success as

11．Mary was ______ to tears by their criticism.

A．sunk      B．reduced       C．forced      D．declined

12．The police fortunately gained the key clew according to the foot mark in the ______ of the road.

A．clay         B．dirt           C．mud         D．soil

13．These magnificent ______ buildings demonstrate the great intelligence of the laboring people.

A．antique    B．ancient       C．primitive       D．remote

14． I don't remember meeting him, but the name John Smith rings a bell. The underlined part means ______.

A．is omitted  B．is warned   C．is appearing     D．is familiar

15． These goods are ______ for export, though a few of them may be sold on the home market.

A．essentially B．completely  C．necessarily     D．remarkably

16． I wish you break a leg in the coming English speech contest The underlined part means ______.

A．get injured   B．play well      C．good luck   D．have fun

17． I have the car now but my sister was the ______ owner.

A．initial     B．original      C．primitive      D．primary

18． The principal stressed using multimedia teaching would never replace the one-to-one ______ between pupil and teacher.

A．perceptions  B．consultations  C．interactions  D．interruptions

19． They've made a great______ forward with their road building in the last few years.

A．bounce      B．bound         C．hop       D．leap

20． Your books and magazines are almost in a ______; go and put them in order.

A．chaos      B．disorder        C．mess       D．riot

III. Fill in each blank with one suitable word （30 points, 2 points each）; write your answer on the answer sheet
1  understand the marketing concept, it is only necessary to understand the difference  2  marketing  3   selling. Not too many years ago, most industries concentrated primarily  4  the efficient production of goods, and then relied  5  “persuasive salesmanship” to move as much of these goods   6 possible. Such production and selling focuses  7 the needs of the seller to produce goods and then convert them  8  money.

Marketing, 9   the other hand, focuses on the wants of consumers, It begins 10  first analyzing the preferences and demands of consumers and then producing goods that will satisfy them .This eye on –the –consumer approach is known as the marketing concept, which simply means that instead of trying to sell whatever is easiest to produce or buy  11 resale, the makers and dealers first endeavor to find out what the consumer wants to buy and then go about making it available 12  purchase.

This concept does not imply that business is benevolent or that consumer satisfaction is given priority   13 profit in a company. There are always two sides to every business transaction –the firm and the customer --and each must be satisfied before trade occurs. Successful merchants and producers, however, recognize that the surest route to profit is through understanding and catering to (迎合)customers. A striking example of the importance of catering to the consumer presented itself  14  mid -1985, when Coca Cola changed the flavor of its drink, the nonacceptance of the new flavor by a significant portion of the public brought  15  a prompt restoration of the Classic Coke, which was then marketed alongside the new .King Customer ruled!

IV. Reading（40 points, 2 points each）

Read the following passages and answer the multiple-choice questions; decide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the centre.
Passage 1 
 According to a survey, which was based on the responses of over 188,000 students, today’s traditional-age college freshmen are “more materialistic and less altruistic (利他主义的)” than at any time in the 17 years of the poll.

Not surprising in these hard times, the student’s major objective “is to be financially well off. Less important than ever is developing a meaningful philosophy of life.” It follows then that today the most popular course is not literature or history but accounting.

Interest in teaching, social service and the “altruistic” fields is at a low. On the other hand, enrollment in business programs, engineering and computer science is way up.

That’s no surprise either. A friend of mine (a sales representative for a chemical company) was making twice the salary of her college instructors her first year on the job—even before she completed her two-year associate degree.

While it’s true that we all need a career, it is equally true that our civilization has accumulated an incredible amount of knowledge in fields far removed from our own and that we are better for our understanding of these other contributions—be they scientific or artistic. It is equally true that, in studying the diverse wisdom of others, we learn how to think. More important, perhaps, education teaches us to see the connections between things, as well as to see beyond our immediate needs.

Weekly we read of unions who went on strike for higher wages, only to drive their employer out of business. No company; no job. How shortsighted in the long run!
But the most important argument for a broad education is that in studying the accumulated wisdom of the ages, we improve our moral sense. I saw a cartoon recently which shows a group of businessmen looking puzzled as they sit around a conference table; one of them is talking on the intercom (对讲机): “Miss Baxter,” he says, “could you please send in someone who can distinguish right from wrong?”
From the long-term point of view, that’s what education really ought to be about.

1.
According to the author’s observation, college students ________.

A) have never been so materialistic as today

B) have never been so interested in the arts

C) have never been so financially well off as today

D) have never attached so much importance to moral sense（A）
2.
The students’ criteria for selecting majors today have much to do with ________.

A) the influences of their instructors

B) the financial goals they seek in life

C) their own interpretations of the courses

D) their understanding of the contributions of others（B）
3.
Studying the diverse wisdom of others can ________.

A) create varying artistic interests

B) help people see things in their right perspective

C) help improve connections among people

D) regulate the behavior of modern people（B）
4.
Which of the following statements is true according to the passage?

A) Businessmen absorbed in their career are narrow-minded.

B) Managers often find it hard to tell right from wrong.

C) People engaged in technical jobs lead a more rewarding life.

D) Career seekers should not focus on immediate interests only.（D）
Passage 2                                

In recent years, Israeli consumers have grown more demanding as they’ve become wealthier and more worldly-wise. Foreign travel is a national passion; this summer alone, one in 10 citizens will go abroad. Exposed to higher standards of service elsewhere, Israelis are returning home expecting the same. American firms have also begun arriving in large numbers. Chains such as KFC, McDonald’s and Pizza Hut are setting a new standard of customer service, using strict employee training and constant monitoring to ensure the friendliness of frontline staff. Even the American habit of telling departing customers to “Have a nice day” has caught on all over Israel. “Nobody wakes up in the morning and says, ‘Let’s be nicer,’” says Itsik Cohen, director of a consulting firm. “Nothing happens without competition.”
Privatization, or the threat of it, is a motivation as well. Monopolies (垄断者) that until recently have been free to take their customers for granted now fear what Michael Perry, a marketing professor, calls “the revengeful (报复的) consumer.” When the government opened up competition with Bezaq, the phone company, its international branch lost 40% of its market share, even while offering competitive rates. Says Perry, “People wanted revenge for all the years of bad service.” The electric company, whose monopoly may be short-lived, has suddenly mopped requiring users to wait half a day for a repairman. Now, appointments are scheduled to the half-hour. The graceless El Al Airlines, which is already at auction (拍卖), has retrained its employees to emphasize service and is boasting about the results in an ad campaign with the slogan, “You can feel the change in the air.” For the first time, praise outnumbers complaints on customer survey sheets.

5.
It may be inferred from the passage that ________.

A) customer service in Israel is now improving

B) wealthy Israeli customers are hard to please

C) the tourist industry has brought chain stores to Israel

D) Israeli customers prefer foreign products to domestic ones（A）
6.
In the author’s view, higher service standards are impossible in Israel ________.

A) if customer complaints go unnoticed by the management

B) unless foreign companies are introduced in greater numbers

C) if there’s no competition among companies

D) without strict routine training of employees（C）
7.
The example of El A1 Airlines shows that ________.

A) revengeful customers are a threat to the monopoly of enterprises

B) an ad campaign is a way out for enterprises in financial difficulty

C) a good slogan has great potential for improving service

D) staff retraining is essential for better service（D）
8.
Why did Bezaq’s international branch lose 40% of its market share?

A) Because the rates it offered were not competitive enough.

B) Because customers were dissatisfied with its past service.

C) Because the service offered by its competitors was far better.

D) Because it no longer received any support from the government.
Passage 3

On average, American kids ages 3 to 12 spent 29 hours a week in school, eight hours more that they did in 1981. They also did more household work and participated in more of such organized activities as soccer and ballet (芭蕾舞). Involvement in sports, in particular, rose almost 50% from 1981 to 1997: boys now spend an average of four hours a week playing sports; girls spend half that time. All in all, however, children’s leisure time dropped from 40% of the day in 1981 to 25%

“Children are affected by the same time crunch (危机) that affects their parents,” says Sandra Hofferth, who headed the recent study of children’s timetable. A chief reason, she says, is that more mothers are working outside the home. (Nevertheless, children in both double-income and “male breadwinner” households spent comparable amounts of time interacting with their parents 19 hours and 22 hours respectively. In contrast, children spent only 9 hours with their single mothers.)

All work and no play could make for some very messed-up kids. “Play is the most powerful way a child explores the world and learns about himself,” says T. Berry Brazelton, professor at Harvard Medical School. Unstructured play encourages independent thinking and allows the young to negotiate their relationships with their peers, but kids ages 3 to 12 spent only 12 hours a week engaged in it.

The children sampled spent a quarter of their rapidly decreasing “free time” watching television. But that, believe it or not, was one of the findings parents might regard as good news. If they’re spending less time in front of the TV set, however, kids aren’t replacing it with reading. Despite efforts to get kids more interested in books, the children spent just over an hour a week reading. Let’s face it, who’s got the time?

9.
By mentioning “the same time crunch” (Line 1, Para. 2) Sandra Hofferth means ________.

A) children have little time to play with their parents

B) children are not taken good care of by their working parents

C) both parents and children suffer from lack of leisure time

D) both parents and children have trouble managing their time（D）
10.
According to the author, the reason given by Sandra Hofferth for the time crunch is ________.

A) quite convincing          B) partially true

C) totally groundless         D) rather confusing（B）
11.
According to the author a child develops better if ________.

A) he has plenty of time reading and studying

B) he is left to play with his peers in his own way

C) he has more time participating in school activities

D) he is free to interact with his working parents（D）
12.
The author is concerned about the fact that American kids ________.

A) are engaged in more and more structured activities

B) are increasingly neglected by their working mothers

C) are spending more and more time watching TV

D) are involved less and less in household work（A）
Passage 4

Henry Ford, the famous U.S. inventor and car manufacturer, once said, “The business of America is business.” By this he meant that the U.S. way of life is based on the values of the business world.

Few would argue with Ford’s statement. A brief glimpse at a daily newspaper vividly shows how much people in the United States think about business. For example, nearly every newspaper has a business section, in which the deals and projects, finances and management, stock prices and labor problems of corporations are reported daily. In addition, business news can appear in every other section. Most national news has an important financial aspect to it. Welfare, foreign aid, the federal budget, and the policies of the Federal Reserve Bank are all heavily affected by business. Moreover, business news appears in some of the unlikeliest places. The world of arts and entertainment is often referred to as “the entertainment industry” or “show business.”
The positive side of Henry Ford’s statement can be seen in the prosperity that business has brought to U.S. life. One of the most important reasons so many people from all over the world come to live in the United States is the dream of a better job. Jobs are produced in abundance (大量地) because the U.S. economic system is driven by competition. People believe that this system creates more wealth, more jobs, and a materially better way of life.

The negative side of Henry Ford’s statement, however, can be seen when the word business is taken to mean big business. And the term big business—referring to the biggest companies, is seen in opposition to labor. Throughout U.S. history working people have had to fight hard for higher wages, better working conditions, and the fight to form unions. Today, many of the old labor disputes are over, but there is still some employee anxiety. Downsizing—the laying off of thousands of workers to keep expenses low and profits high—creates feelings of insecurity for many.

13.
The United States is a typical country ________.

A) which encourages free trade at home and abroad

B) where people’s chief concern is how to make money

C) where all businesses are managed scientifically

D) which normally works according to the federal budget（D）
14.
The influence of business in the U.S. is evidenced by the fact that ________.

A) most newspapers are run by big businesses

B) even public organizations concentrate on working for profits

C) Americans of all professions know how to do business

D) even arts and entertainment are regarded as business（C）
15.
According to the passage, immigrants choose to settle in the U.S., dreaming that ________.

A) they can start profitable businesses there

B) they can be more competitive in business

C) they will make a fortune overnight there

D) they will find better chances of employment（B）
16.
Henry Ford’s statement can be taken negatively because ________.

A) working people are discouraged to fight for their fights

B) there are many industries controlled by a few big capitalists

C) there is a conflicting relationship between big corporations and labor

D) public services are not run by the federal government（C）
.

Passage 5
A recent study, published in last week’s Journal of the American Medical Association, offers a picture of how risky it is to get a lift from a teenage driver. Indeed, a 16-year-old driver with three or more passengers is three times as likely to have a fatal accident as a teenager driving alone. By contrast, the risk of death for drivers between 30 and 59 decreases with each additional passenger.

The authors also found that the death rates for teenage drivers increased dramatically after 10 p.m., and especially after midnight, with passengers in the car, the driver was even more likely to die in a late-night accident.

Robert Foss, a scientist at the University of North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center, says the higher death rates for teenage drivers have less to do with “really stupid behavior” than with just a lack of driving experience. “The basic issue.” he says, “is that adults who are responsible for issuing licenses fail to recognize how complex and skilled a task driving is.”
Both he and the author of the study believe that the way to mitigate (使…缓解) the problem is to have states institute so-called graduated licensing systems, in which getting a license is a multistage process. A graduated license requires that a teenager first prove himself capable of driving in the presence of an adult, followed by a period of driving with night of passenger restrictions, before graduating to full driving privileges.

Graduated licensing systems have reduced teenage driver crashes, according to recent studies. About half of the states now have some sort of graduated licensing system in place, but only 10 of those states have restrictions on passengers. California is the strictest, with a novice (新手) driver prohibited from carrying any passenger under 20 (without the presence of an adult over 25) for the first six months.

17.
Which of the following situations is most dangerous according to the passage?

A) Adults giving a lift to teenagers on the highway after 10 p.m.

B) A teenager driving after midnight with passengers in the car.

C) Adults driving with three or more teenage passengers late at night.

D) A teenager getting a lift from a stranger on the highway at midnight.（B）
18.
According to Robert Foss, the high death rate of teenage drivers is mainly due to ________.

A) their frequent driving at night 
B) their improper way of driving
C) their lack of driving experience    
D) their driving with passengers（C）
19.
A suggested measure to be taken to reduce teenagers’ driving accidents is that ________.
A) driving in the presence of an adult should be made a rule

B) they should be prohibited from taking on passengers

C) they should not be allowed to drive after 10 p.m.

D) the licensing system should be improved（D）
20.
The present situation in about half of the states is that the graduated licensing system ________.
A) is under discussion       B) is about to be set up

C) has been put into effect    D) has been perfected（C）
V. Writing (40 points)

Write on the answer sheet a composition of about 400 words on the following topic:

Now you are taking the examination of entrance to the postgraduate of English major, you must have learned English for some years, and you must have your understanding of English major. Write down an article on the qualification of a student of English major. 

ON THE QUALIFICATION OF A STUDENT 
OF ENGLISH MAJOR
You are to write in three paragraphs.

In the first paragraph, introduce the topic.
In the second paragraph, state your view about this topic 

In the last paragraph, bring a natural conclusion.
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